Why Conduct a Point-In-Time Count (PITC)

What is a Point-In-Time Count?

The Point-In-Time Count method captures information on individuals who, by the person administering the survey, are identified as a possible homeless person.  While the count does not identify every homeless individual, the results provide a snapshot of how many homeless there are on any given day in the state.
Why count the homeless?
· Obtain data on the size and scope of the homeless population on any given day.

· Provide data on the causes of homelessness.
· Obtain demographics on the homeless population.
· Assess needs for additional resources.  

· Help determine housing service priorities.
· Assist with policy and planning.

· Measure progress and performance of homeless program service delivery.

· Provide important information on precariously housed individuals and families.
Why collect information on the unsheltered homeless?
· Determine how many people do not use shelters.

· Locate where in the community unsheltered homeless live.

· Determine how many chronically homeless there are.

· Indentify needs of unsheltered homeless individuals.
· Determine how to intervene with newly homeless people to prevent chronic homelessness.
Why collect information on precariously housed individuals and families?
· Determine how many people are at risk of becoming homeless.
· Develop prevention strategies.
· Engage political will.
· Influence policy.

Why does the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) want this data?
· Understand the extent of homelessness throughout the United States.

· Provide Congress with information on available services and gaps in services.

· Report to Congress on performance of programs.

· Make funding decisions.

HUD’s definition of sheltered homeless:

· Sheltered homeless persons are adults, children, and unaccompanied youth who, on the night of the PITC are living in shelters for the homeless, including:

· Emergency shelters
· Transitional housing
· Domestic violence shelters
· Residential programs for runaway and homeless youth and

· Any hotel, motel, or apartment voucher arrangement paid by a public or private agency because the household is homeless.

HUD’s definition of chronic homelessness:

· Any unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years.  To be considered chronically homeless, persons must have been sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation (e.g., living on the streets) and/or in emergency shelter during that time.

HUD’s definition of an episode of homeless is:

· A separate, distinct, and sustained stay on the streets and/or in an emergency shelter.

HUD’s definition of a disabling condition:

· A diagnosable substance use disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, or chronic physical illness or disability, including the co-occurrence of two or more of these conditions.

Unsheltered homeless:

· Continuums of Care are to count all adults, children, and unaccompanied youth sleeping in places not meant for human habitation, which includes streets, parks, alleys, parking ramps, parts of the highway systems, transportation depots, other parts of transportation systems (e.g., subway tunnels, railroad cars), all-night commercial establishments (e.g., movie theaters, laundromats, restaurants), abandoned buildings, building roofs or stairwells, chicken coops, and other farm outbuildings, including caves, campgrounds, vehicles, and other similar places.

Required information:

· One-night count of sheltered and unsheltered homeless.

· Must occur during the last ten days of January.

· Sub-populations (including chronic homelessness).

· Must occur at least every other year; annual counts are encouraged.

· Must use statistically acceptable methods.

For further information:

· HUD:  www.hud.gov 

· HUD’s Homeless Assistance Programs – A Guide to Counting Unsheltered Homeless People (2004 – revised 2006): http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/homeless/library/countinghomeless/countingguide.pdf 

· Kentucky statewide 2009 Point-In-Time Count Report:  http://www.kyhousing.org/page.aspx?id=1688
