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Dear NAME:
Kentucky Housing Corporation, the state housing finance agency, and the Kentucky Interagency Council on Homelessness are coordinating the 2011 Point-In-Time Count of homeless persons in every county in the state, excluding Fayette and Jefferson Counties because these two counties conduct their own count.

The count will take place in County between 12 midnight and 11:59 p.m., local time, on DATE.  The count is very important because it helps determine the amount of federal funding available for homeless assistance in the state.  That is why your support and the support of the community are so important to the count.
We are asking our local businesses to assist with the count by either donating items or encouraging their staff to volunteer with the count.  The more we can encourage our homeless individuals to participate in the count, either by receiving donations or through having enough volunteers to reach them, the more accurate the count will be.
Most often we think of the homeless as wearing ragged clothing and pushing a shopping cart in an urban area.  In Kentucky, the face of homelessness is much different.  With the current increase in unemployment and foreclosures, many of Kentucky’s homeless live in less-visible places.  These individuals and families are living in substandard housing conditions, are doubled- or tripled-up with family or friends, or are expecting evictions within seven days from a private dwelling with no expectation of having a nighttime residence or a community support network.  Those living in such conditions are referred to as being “precariously housed.” 
Even though Kentucky has more precariously housed than homeless individuals, because the precariously housed are not considered homeless according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s definition of homeless, there are few programs to serve this growing population.  

Due to the wide geographic area that is covered during the count, it is vital that we secure the help of as many volunteers as possible.  I will be contacting you soon to discuss the count and ways that you can help ensure the most accurate count possible.

We greatly appreciate any participation and assistance you can provide in this effort.  More information about the 2011 Point-In-Time Count is available on the Kentucky Housing Web site, www.kyhousing.org.  If you have any questions, please contact me at INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION.

Sincerely,

Name
Title
