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Kentucky’s Homeless Numbers Released

Point-In-Time Count Reveals Over ??? Homeless Individuals in BLANK County

INSERT AGENCY NAME announced that ??? homeless individuals were counted in BLANK County during the statewide Point-In-Time Homeless Count.  


The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) uses data collected during the count to determine how much funding will be available for homeless assistance in the state.  HUD requires that the count be conducted every other year.  To keep up-to-date data on the homeless population, Kentucky counts every year. 


ENTER QUOTE FROM LOCAL AGENCY

The count was originally scheduled to take place between the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m., local time, on Thursday, January 29, 2009, but due to inclement weather, many regions conducted part or all of the count on Thursday, February 19, 2009.  


HUD defines homeless as persons who are sleeping in places not meant for human habitation, sleeping in emergency shelters or living in transitional or supportive housing but were previously living on the streets.  Persons may also be considered homeless if, within seven days, they are being evicted from private dwelling units or being discharged from institutions with no expectation of having a nighttime residence upon eviction or discharge.

The results of a two-year study conducted by the Kent School of Social Work at the University of Louisville showed that it cost nearly $89 million over a two-year period to shelter and care for just over 7,000 single homeless adults.  The study also showed that providing permanent housing to these individuals over the two-year period would have saved $6.4 million.

A point-in-time count is a method to count the number of homeless persons at a particular place, within a specific time period, on a given day.  During the 2009 count, 5,983 homeless individuals were counted in the state.  

More information, including demographic breakdowns and county-by-county data, is available on the Kentucky Homeless Web site at www.kyhomeless.org.  
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