Point-In-Time Count of the Homeless

Definitions
Homeless

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) defines homeless or a homeless person as: 

1. An individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 
2. An individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is:

a. A supervised, publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations, including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing for the mentally ill; 

b. An institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized (up to 30 consecutive days); or 

c. A place not meant for human habitation (a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings). 
3. An individual fleeing a domestic violence situation, no subsequent residence has been identified, and the person lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing.

Chronically Homeless
An unaccompanied homeless individual (18 or older) with a disabling condition or a family with at least one adult member (18 or older) who has a disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four (4) episodes of homelessness in the past three (3) years.  A chronically homeless person or family must have been on the streets or in an emergency shelter (not in transitional housing) during these stays.

Disabling Condition

HUD defines a disabling condition as a diagnosable substance use disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, or chronic physical illness or disability, including the co-occurrence of two or more of these conditions.  A disabling condition limits an individual’s ability to work or perform one or more activities of daily living.
Emergency Shelter
Provides temporary housing for people who do not have a place to stay.

Transitional Housing 

Facilitates the movement of homeless individuals and families to permanent housing.  Transitional housing is time-limited, typically allowing residents to stay up to 24 months.
Unsheltered Homeless

Persons sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, tents, garages, sidewalks, abandoned building, riverbanks, streets, etc.

Precariously Housed*
Persons living in substandard housing conditions, doubled- or tripled-up with family or friends, or expecting eviction within seven days with no community support network to assist them.

Substandard Housing Conditions

A housing unit is considered substandard if it does not have running water, does not have electricity or has inadequate or unsafe electrical service, or does not have a safe or adequate source of heat.

Continuum of Care (CoC)

Refers to the comprehensive approach of addressing homelessness by providing an array of progressive housing programs and services.  These programs are designed to coordinate the provision of emergency, transitional, and permanent supportive housing, as well as rental assistance and supportive services.

CoC programs include:

Emergency Shelter Grant—Provides funds to increase the supply of and access to safe and sanitary emergency shelter, as well as supportive services and prevention activities.

Supportive Housing—Provides funds for the development of supportive housing and supportive services, including innovative approaches to assist homeless persons in the transition from homelessness.  The program also promotes the provision of supportive housing to homeless persons to enable them to live as independently as possible.

Shelter Plus Care—Provides rental assistance for homeless persons with disabilities and their families who need housing, as well as access to supportive services, to live as independently as possible.

Samaritan Housing Program—Provides rental assistance to chronically homeless individuals.

Section 8 Single-Room Occupancy for Homeless Individuals—Provides rental assistance to homeless individuals in rehabilitated single-room occupancy housing.

Veteran

HUD and VA define “A veteran” is someone who has served on active duty in  

            the Armed Forces of the United States. This does not include inactive military   

            reserves or the National Guard unless the person was called up to active duty
* Although not considered homeless by HUD, Kentucky collects data on “Precariously Housed” as they represent a key component of homelessness in the Commonwealth.
