Point-In-Time Count Talking Points

These talking points could be used by community-based homeless service providers when talking to local education workers.
What is the Point-In-Time Count?

The Point-In-Time Count is used to provide information to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and Congress, ensuring much-needed programs continue to receive adequate funding, such as the Emergency Shelter Grant program, Supportive Housing Program, Shelter Plus Care program, Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS Program, and Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program.  The Point-In-Time Count is mandated by HUD and Kentucky conducts the count on the fourth Thursday of January each year. 

How important is the Point-In-Time Count for Kentucky?

The count is important because it is a large factor in determining the amount of federal funding available for homeless programs in the state.  Also, the count provides key information on those at risk of becoming homeless, such as living in substandard housing conditions, doubled- or tripled-up with family or friends, and/or expecting eviction within seven days with no expectation of having a nighttime residence or a community support network.
How is the data used?

Point-In-Time Count data documents what resources are needed for housing and services for homeless persons in each community.  No identifying information of the homeless person is captured.
Why is your help important?
You are in a position to recognize children who may not be receiving the services necessary for them to thrive.  By accurately counting the number of children who are homeless in your area, services can be better tailored to fit those needs. 
How do I participate?
Keep data on homeless children in your school system up-to-date.  Through the statewide Point-In-Time Count and in partnership with the Kentucky Department of Education, the state will use data on homeless children in the school system, to improve services to Kentucky’s homeless.
How do I access resources to help homeless children in the school system?
Get to know local agencies by attending Continuum of Care (CoC) meetings in your area.  CoC members could assist with referrals and help in securing other resources such housings, utilities, etc.
When are the Continuum of Care meetings?

For more information about the CoC, contact KHC’s Specialized Housing Resources (SHR) Department toll-free in Kentucky at (800) 633-8896 or (502) 564-7630, or visit the SHR page on KHC’s Web site, www.kyhousing.org, and view the calendar under Specialized Housing.  You may also subscribe to the SHR eGram available on KHC’s main page.  Make sure to select “Homeless and Support Services.”
