
CoC Statewide Meeting Summary Notes 

April 7, 2015  

KHC Staff Presenting:  

Jennifer Oberlin, Manager, Training and Development 

Polly Lloyd, Research Analyst 

 

Other Presenters:  

Mary Francis Schafer, Coalition for Homeless  

Curtis Stauffer, Homeless and Housing Coalition of Kentucky 

CoC Advisory Board Members: 

Debbie Sivis, Shelter of Hope  

Paul Semisch, Gateway Homeless Coalition 

Jodie Brandenburg, Kentucky River Foothills Development Corporation 

Michelle Yoebstl, Barren River Area Safe Space 

Cyndee Burton, Matthew 25 Aids Services, Inc. 

 

Attendees were welcomed by CoC Advisory Board Chair, Debbie Sivis.  CoC Advisory Board members in 

attendance were asked to stand to be recognized.  Debbie asked everyone to be sure to sign in for the 

attendance record.  

Debbie Sivis presented the following information: 

CoC Advisory Board tenure and terms for those ending June 30, 2015.  New nominations will be 

accepted at the Regional CoC meeting scheduled for May 2015.  

CoC Advisory Board rolls and responsibilities.  CoC members are encouraged to contact CoC Advisory 

Board members with questions or concerns.  

The CoC Advisory Bylaws and Governance Charter will be added to the KHC website.  

The CoC Advisory Board has formed a Scoring Subcommittee for the 2015 CoC application cycle that will 

score new and renewal projects.  The three subcommittee members do not currently receive any CoC 

funding.  

CoC Advisory Board and Subcommittee meetings are open to the public.  Once the schedule is 

established, the dates will be published and everyone is welcome to attend or join via GoToMeeting. 

Jennifer Oberlin presented the following information:  

Language from the 2014 CoC NOFA encourages CoCs with Transitional Housing grants in their portfolio’s 

to work with those grantees to see if rapid re-housing or permanent supportive housing may be a better 

model. KHC staff has begun conversations with the Transitional Housing programs from KY Balance of 

State CoC so program changes can be incorporated to reflect HUDs priorities.  HUD has indicated that 



the 2015 CoC application will continue to prioritize rapid rehousing and permanent supportive housing 

programs over transitional projects, except for those serving victims of domestic violence and those for 

substance treatment.  The CoC Advisory Board has formed a Ranking Subcommittee that is reviewing 

the 2015 rating and ranking criteria that will report back to the full CoC Advisory Board for approval.  

HUD is emphasizing System Performance Measure in the CoC process that include access, 

assessment and assignment that better enables clients to reach the services most needed.  

These new performance measures are directly related to Coordinated Assessment and the V I-

SPDAT.  They will be incorporated into future CoC scoring for new and renewal projects.  

 

Polly Lloyd presented the following information:  

KHC and HUD are taking steps to end veteran homelessness in Kentucky by the end of 2015. The KHC 

Board of Directors approved dedicated housing assistance for 100 homeless Kentucky veterans to be 

available immediately through the new Veterans Emerging Towards Transition (VETT) Program. This 

effort supports the Mayors Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness, announced by First Lady Michelle 

Obama in June 2014.  Through the VETT Program, KHC will designate a preference for 100 Housing 

Choice Vouchers (HCV) for qualified homeless veterans in the 87 counties KHC serves under the HCV 

Program.   Attendees were directed to handouts shared. 

Coordinated Assessment includes a partnership between a 2-1-1 system, KHC, ServicePoint, United Way 

of the Bluegrass. The VI-SPDAT will be the Common Assessment tool used by 2-1-1 as well as other 

agencies to assess the needs of those seeking assistance.  

VI-SPDAT will be turned on in Service Point (HMIS) as of May 1, 2015 for a soft-rollout.   A targeted 

project will begin on July 1, 2015.  

CoC Advisory Board has formed a Policies subcommittee that is working on policies and procedures for 

the VI-SPDAT. 

 

Mary Francis Schafer presented the following information:  

Louisville CoC has been utilizing the VI-SPDAT for a year as Common Assessment tool.  

Approximately 1,400 have been accessed using VI-SPDAT.   The Coalition for Homeless in 

Louisville (CoC lead agency) has been very pleased with success of the system.  Acuity scores 

enable service providers to identify those most in need and prioritize those receiving housing 

assistance.  The system has allowed the Louisville CoC to get a better idea on many actual beds 

are needed for the homeless. 

Curtis Stauffer presented the following information:  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isOFkhLr82P5ZQHsK7aseliRlcgwX3Zh4yoGUX0OjUY5yKMe3rfeIxbf-o_A2n_8KRXnmSjlrUSG9FlsTnDzgQfXF9EcDNORHaBsWZDHmPRyQRxerOoV_ElKVjFf-d6eCQJ0LrMGziXGKjMlx4BsEN4Lkzd72R8XFhubmt1nd-MCCbL0NCrtjFoUsbbsGtLtBbQhkNYLjyjA00pbfgzReO4xFl7tNJW34Iwnls-znoAckI0SXW9P1DWqRopfBFGt_HXRkNN6-4E=&c=TNbUCDon8jtAQP6IiEQKPgaAG4GhWKCPn0dr531NAINAiOJ6j_wojg==&ch=iicr0jxaxFJi_dsu7HRA1hqgVZJ2kIHT4CFAGkjNXYNfV0i1rqLXTg==


Get Covered Kentucky is a coalition effort spearheaded by Kentucky Voices for Health (KVH) to assist 

those in needs to access healthcare across the Commonwealth.   The efforts of Get Covered Kentucky 

are focused on targeted populations regarding advocacy and outreach for Medicaid expansion, open 

enrollment and access over the coming year.  Statistics reflect that the uninsured rate across the 

Commonwealth have dropped since 2013.  Handouts were referenced.   Efforts to reach out to homeless 

have been sporadic.   The Homeless and Housing Coalition can assist homeless service agencies in 

working with Get Covered Kentucky and providing outreach to the homeless populations.   More 

information on Get Covered Kentucky can be found at their website:  www.getcovered-ky.org    

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm.  

http://www.getcovered-ky.org/

