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Start Right – Grow Right:
Programs to Help Businesses           

Start, Grow and Prosper



SBA Mission

The SBA Helps Americans Start,
Build and Grow Businesses. 
 Access to capital
 Entrepreneurial development
 Government contracts & exporting
 Small business advocacy
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SBA Capital Access Programs

 For new or existing small businesses
 Industry experience is crucial

 Create a business plan 

 Assistance from resource partners

 Owner investment: skin in the game
 Cash + collateral + cash flow
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SBA Capital Access Programs (cont.)

 Access to Capital
 Loan Guaranty Programs
 Debt financing up to $5.5 million
 Research grants and investments
High-tech university-based grants 
Small Business Investment Company 
State Trade and Exporting Program 



SBA Loan Guaranty Programs

 Through Participating SBA Lenders
 Not direct lending to business owner
 Develop relationships with lenders 

 Includes Banks, Credit Unions and 
Non-profit Financial Organizations
 List in SBA District Resource Guide



SBA Loan Guaranty Programs (cont.)

 7(a) program; up to $5 MM
 Working capital, inventory, land, building, 

equipment, etc.

 504 program; up to $5.5 MM
 Land, buildings and equipment 

 Microloan program; up to $50 K



Citizenship Requirement for SBA Loan 

 “Legal aliens are eligible; however, consideration 
is given to the type of status possessed (e.g., 
resident, lawful temporary resident, etc.) in 
determining the degree of risk relating to the 
continuity of the applicant's business. Excessive 
risk may be offset by full collateralization. The 
various types of visas may be discussed in more 
detail with the local SBA office. Use USCIS Form 
G-85 for verification of citizenship.”
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Disasters in the U.S.

Southeast:
355 disasters 
since 1964;
more than in
any other 
region in 
the U.S.



SBA Disaster Recovery Programs

 Disaster loans: the exception
 35%+ of businesses never recover

 Direct loans to small businesses, 
homeowners and renters

 FEMA & SBA work jointly 

 Free Disaster Prep assistance 
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SBA Counseling Programs

 Entrepreneurship Programs
No charge, confidential, 1-on-1 
 SBDC, SCORE, Women’s Business 

Center of Kentucky
 Initiatives for Veterans, Young & 

Encore Entrepreneurs, etc.



SBA Existing Business Programs

Government Procurement 
 Contracting opportunities, 

networking events, matchmaking 
events and training
 8(a), Woman-owned, Vet-owned, 

HUBZone, etc.



SBA Small Business Certification 

 Which is Best for the Business?

 Based on Business Size and 
Ownership

 Does It Fit the Business Strategy?

 Get Assistance from Experts 
 Certification and registration 
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Business Exporting Resources

 Exporting Resources 
 KY: tremendous growth  
 Federal goal: double exporting
 Free assistance: SBA District Office, 

US Export Assistance Center, SBDC 
offices, state government, etc. 
+ the KY World Trade Center 
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SBA Small Business Advocacy

 Small Business Awards Program 
https://www.sba.gov/advocacy

 Small Business Statistics
 Details by state; for KY:
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/advocacy/Kentucky.pdf  

 Regulatory Burden on Small Business
 Small Business Size Standards



Kentucky SBDC 



SCORE – Kentucky



Women’s Business Center - KY



SBA Counseling Programs

 Kentucky SBDC 
https://www.ksbdc.org

 SCORE Kentucky
http://score-kentucky.org
 Women’s Business Center
http://www.wbcky.org



Questions?



How Can SBA Help You?

Thank You!

Ralph Ross

Ralph.Ross@sba.gov

(502) 582-5971  Ext. 225
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